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I.  INTRODUCTION 


1.1  BACKGROUND  TO  THE  SURVEY 


In  April,  1990,  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta  initiated  an  internal  review  and  strategic 
planning  exercise.  This  exercise  is  being  directed  by  the  Chief  Executive  Officer,  Dr.  Natalia 
Krawetz,  with  assistance  from  the  Coopers  & Lybrand  Consulting  Group  and  Environment 
Council  staff. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  and  Co-ordinating  Committee  (of  the  Public 
Advisory  Committee)  it  was  agreed  that  two  important  stakeholders  - the  members  of  the 
ECA's  Advisory  Committees  and  their  constituent  organizations  - would  be  asked  to  provide 
their  input  into  this  review  of  the  Council.  Because  of  the  large  number  of  Advisory 
Committee  (AC)  members  and  constituent  organizations  and  the  quick  tum-around  time 
required,  it  was  decided  to  mail  each  AC  member  and  constituent  organization  a 
questionnaire. 

In  early  April,  special  meetings  were  called  for  aU  of  the  Advisory  Committees  and 
Subcommittees  at  which  Dr.  Krawetz  explained  the  review  process  and  advised  AC  members 
of  the  upcoming  questionnaire.  She  stressed  the  importance  of  their  input  to  the  review  and 
urged  them  to  respond  promptly  when  they  received  their  survey.  A letter  was  later  sent  to 
each  member  and  organization  advising  them  of  the  forthcoming  questionnaire. 

Staff  from  the  Research  and  Liaison  Divisions  developed  two  sets  of  questions;  one  for  AC 
members,  and  one  for  their  constituent  organizations.  Preparation  of  the  questionnaire  and 
subsequent  analysis  of  the  responses  was  coordinated  by  Brian  Free,  Environmental  Research 
Officer. 

Enid  Markus  of  the  Coopers  & Lybrand  Consulting  Group,  reviewed  the  draft  questionnaires 
and  provided  her  comments  to  Dr.  Krawetz  and  Brian  Free.  The  draft  questionnaires  were 
then  mailed  out  to  a review  committee  of  Advisory  Committee  members.  This  committee 
included: 


Lochan  Bakshi 
Norm  Carlson 
Sheri  Dalton 
Bert  Einsiedel 
Bill  Gendreau 
Michael  Muc 
Brian  Ogston 
Maryhelen  Posey 
Joan  Snyder 
George  Stewart 
Pam  Wight 
Charlie  Wood 


Past  Chairman,  Public  Advisory  Committees 
Pollution  Subcommittee 
Science  Advisory  Committee 
Environmental  Education  Advisory  Committee 
Urban  Environment  Subcommittee 
Environment  Protection  Subcommittee 
Environmental  Education  Advisory  Committee 
Renewable  Resources  Subcommittee 
Current  Chairperson  of  the  Public  Advisory  Committees 
Energy  & Non-renewable  Resources  Subcommittee 
Environment  Protection  Subcommittee 
Rural  Environment  Subcommittee 


Both  questionnaires  were  revised  in  light  of  suggestions  from  the  AC  review  committee  and 
the  final  version  approved  by  Dr.  Krawetz.  The  questionnaire  for  the  Advisory  Committee 
members  was  mailed  out  on  June  8 with  a Jime  20  deadline  for  responses.  The  organizations' 
questionnaires  were  mailed  on  June  11  with  a June  25  deadline.  Most  were  mailed  in  Special 
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Delivery  envelopes  with  pre-addressed.  Special  Delivery  envelopes  enclosed  for  the  responses. 
The  provincial  government  courier  service  was  used  for  those  AC  members  and  organizations 
who  receive  that  service. 

The  return  envelopes  for  the  AC  members  were  numbered  to  allow  us  to  record  our  receipt 
of  their  responses.  As  the  questionnaires  were  received,  the  numbers  from  the  envelopes  were 
recorded  and  then  the  envelopes  were  discarded.  This  allowed  us  to  establish  who  had 
returned  their  questionnaire,  but  there  was  no  attempt  to  link  the  completed  questionnaires 
with  the  respondent.  Anonymity  of  the  AC  members'  questionnaires  was  maintained.  No 
attempt  was  made  to  maintain  the  anonymity  of  the  organizations'  surveys.  Indeed,  a label 
with  the  organization's  name  and  mailing  address  was  attached  to  each  questionnaire. 

Following  the  deadline  for  each  survey,  ECA  staff  phoned  those  AC  members  or  constituent 
organizations  from  whom  we  had  not  received  a response.  They  were  urged  to  complete  their 
questionnaires  and  return  them  promptly. 


1.2  RESPONSE  RATE  FOR  THE  QUESTIONNAIRES 

Questionnaires  were  sent  to  all  AC  members  who  had  attended  an  AC  meeting  during  the 
past  year.  This  totalled  190  questionnaires  sent  to  Advisory  Committee  members,  including 
33  alternate  members.  For  the  currently  active  constituent  organizations,  101  questionnaires 
were  sent. 


Number 

Sent 

Number 
included  in 
Analysis 

Science  Advisory  Committee 

16 

9 (56%) 

Environmental  Education  Advisory  Committee 

17 

12  (71%) 

Energy  and  Non-renewable  Resources 

Environment  Protection 

Pollution 

Renewable  Resources 
Rural  Environment 
Urban  Environment 
Not  specified 

18 

33 

31 

25 

23 

25 

2 

15  (83%) 
21  (64%) 
21  (68%) 
19  (76%) 
14  (61%) 
18  (72%) 
1 (50%) 

Public  Advisory  Committee  (Total) 

15/ 

109  (69%) 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  TOTAL 

190 

130  (68%) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

101 

64  (63%) 

‘includes  33  alternates 
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1.3  PRESENTATION  OF  RESULTS 

In  this  survey,  questions  took  several  forms.  For  most  questions,  a list  of  possible  answers 
were  offered  and  the  respondents  could  select  one.  The  number  of  respondents  selecting 
each  choice  is  presented  in  this  report.  Percentages  may  not  add  to  one  hundred  due  to 
rounding.  In  those  questions  where  the  respondents  could  select  more  than  one  answer,  the 
total  number  of  selections  will  exceed  the  number  of  respondents. 

Several  questions  were  open-ended  and  respondents  provided  answers  in  their  own  words. 
To  facilitate  our  analysis,  these  responses  were  grouped  into  categories  and  the  number  of 
responses  fitting  into  each  category  is  reported. 

Respondents  were  asked  to  rank  their  top  three  choices  for  certain  questions,  such  as  those 
about  the  roles  of  the  Environment  Council  and  its  Advisory  Committees.  For  these 
questions,  the  frequency  with  which  each  option  was  included  among  the  top  three  choices 
is  given  rather  than  a breakdown  of  the  rankings  (1st,  2nd,  3rd)  for  each  one. 

Both  the  Environment  Council  and  its  Advisory  Committees  were  rated  for  effectiveness, 
credibility,  and  value.  These  ratings  ranged  from  one  (low)  to  five  (high)  and  the  average 
rating  is  presented  in  this  report. 

The  responses  to  several  questions  are  presented  in  graphs.  This  includes  questions  posed 
to  both  Advisory  Committee  members  and  their  constituent  organizations  and  will  assist  the 
reader  in  comparing  responses. 
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II.  PROFILE  OF  THE  RESPONDENTS 

Several  questions  offer  insight  into  the  general  characteristics  of  Advisory  Committee 
Members  and  their  constituent  organizations. 

2.1  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 

Age  Category 

(AC  Members'  Question  47) 

Number  of  responses:  121  Advisory  Committee  Members 


Under  25 
25  to  44 
45  to  64 
over  64 


0 ( 0%) 
54  (45%) 
48  (40%) 
19  (16%) 


Describe  your  household. 

(AC  Members'  Question  48) 

Number  of  responses:  117  Advisory  Committee  Members 


Single  adult 
Couple 


14  (12%) 
35  (30%) 
1 ( 1%) 
17  (15%) 


Group  of  unrelated  adults 


Family  with  youngest  child 
under  6 years 


Family  with  youngest  child 
between  6 and  17  years 


36  (31%) 


Other 


Family  with  youngest  child 
over  17  years 


12  (10%) 


2 ( 2%) 


For  how  many  years  have  you  been  actively  involved  in  environmental  issues? 
(AC  Members'  (Question  43) 

Number  of  responses:  124  Advisory  Committee  Members 


less  than  one  year 

I to  5 years 
6 to  10  years 

II  to  20  years 
21  to  30  years 
more  than  30  years 


3 ( 2%) 
21  (17%) 
21  (17%) 
40  (32%) 
27  (22%) 
12  (10%) 
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Why  did  you  choose  to  get  involved  in  environmental  issues? 

(AC  Members'  Question  44) 

Responses  to  this  open-ended  question  were  grouped  into  the  categories  below  to  facilitate 
analysis: 

Number  of  responses:  118  Advisory  Committee  Members 


Personal  concerns 

81  (69%) 

Professional  or  job-related 

24  (20%) 

Combination  of  above 

13  (11%) 

In  what  ways  are  you  getting  involved  in  environmental  issues? 
(AC  Members'  Question  46) 

Respondents  could  select  more  than  one  option. 

Number  of  responses:  120  Advisory  Committee  Members 


Active  member  of  EC  A Advisory  Committee  99  (83%) 

Changed  my  lifestyle  or  habits  92  (77%) 

Active  member  of  environmental  org'n  79  (66%) 

Writing  letters  to  politicians  63  (53%) 

Donate  money  to  environmental  causes  63  (53%) 

Other  44  (37%) 

Writing  letters  to  newspapers  35  (29%) 
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What  are  the  three  most  important  environmental  issues? 

(AC  Members'  (Question  45) 

Responses  to  this  open-ended  question  were  grouped  into  the  categories  below  to  facilitate 
analysis: 

Number  of  responses:  121  Advisory  Committee  Members 


40 


IMPORTANT  ENVIRONMENTAL  ISSUES 

(FREQUEHCY  AttOMG  TOP  THREE  ISSUES) 


35 


30 


25 


20 


15 


10 


A - Waste  management  and  recycling 

B - Government  attitude,  public  involvement  processes,  legislation 

C - Education,  public  awareness 

D - Forest  management,  pulp  mills 

E - Sustainable  development,  environment  and  economy 

F - Water  management 

G - Resource  management,  allocation 

H - Habitat  protection 

I - Soil  conservation 

J - Global  warming,  climate  change 
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2.2  CONSTITUENT  ORGANIZATIONS 


Approximately  how  many  members  currently  belong  to  your  organization? 
(Organizations'  Question  2) 

Number  of  responses:  59  Organizations 


Up  to  100 
101  - 500 
501  - 1000 
1001  - 10,000 
Over  10,000 


8 (14%) 
12  (20%) 
6 (10%) 
20  (34%) 
13  (22%) 


Organizations  of  all  sizes  are  represented  on  PAC.  Many  of  them  have  very  large 
memberships  with  over  half  of  the  organizations  having  more  than  1,000  members. 


To  which  sector  category  does  your  organization  best  fit? 
(Organizations'  Question  3) 

Number  of  responses:  61  Organizations 


Education  /research 

17  (28%) 

Local  government 

11  (18%) 

Industry 

10  (16%) 

Environment/  recreation 

7 (11%) 

Other 

7 (11%) 

Social/community  group 

6 (10%) 

Other  government 

3 ( 5%) 
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What  are  the  three  main  interests  of  your  organization  with  respect  to  the  environment? 
(Organizations'  Question  1) 

Responses  to  this  open-ended  question  were  grouped  into  the  categories  below  to  facilitate 
analysis: 

Number  of  responses:  59  Organizations 


INTERESTS  WITH  RESPECT  TO  ENVIRONMENT 


A - Education 

B - Environmental  policies,  practices,  sustainable  development 
C - Natural  resource  industries  (agriculture,  forestry,  etc.) 

D - Waste  management  and  recycling 

E - Habitat  protection,  wilderness 

F - General  environment 

G - Water  management 

H - Health 

1 - Air  quality 

J - Fish  and  wildlife  management 

K - Environmental  research 

L - Urban  environmental  issues 

M - Energy  and  Non-renewable  Resources 

N - Other 
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III.  INVOLVEMENT  WITH  THE  ECA's  ADVISORY  COMMITTEES 

This  chapter  relates  to  the  involvement  of  the  Advisory  Committee  members  and  their 
organizations  with  the  ECA's  Advisory  Committees. 

3.1  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 

How  long  have  you  served  on  an  ECA  Advisory  Committee? 

(AC  Members'  C^estion  3) 

Number  of  responses:  130  Advisory  Committee  Members 


Less  than  1 year  16  (12%) 

1 to  3 years  40  (31%) 

4 to  6 years  31  (24%) 

7 to  9 years  19  (15%) 

10  or  more  years  24  (18%) 


How  did  you  become  a member  of  an  ECA  Advisory  Committee? 
(AC  Members'  (^estion  3) 

Number  of  responses:  127  Advisory  Committee  Members 


Directed  by  my  organization  61  (48%) 

Volunteered  freely  37  (29%) 

Invited  by  ECA  22  (17%) 

One  of  the  duties  of  my  position  7 ( 6%) 
Other  0 ( 0%) 


What  special  arrangements  do  you  make  to  attend  Advisory  Committee  meetings? 
(AC  Members  Question  3) 

Number  of  responses:  129  Advisory  Committee  Members 


Attend  on  company  time 

58 

(45%) 

No  special  arrangements 

35 

(27%) 

Unpaid  leave 

19 

(15%) 

Use  holiday  time 

7 

( 5%) 

Paid  leave 

6 

( 5%) 

Other 

4 

( 3%) 
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How  important  are  the  following  benefits  of  serving  on  an  Advisory  Committee  to  you? 
(AC  Members  Question  6) 


BENEFIT  Not  at  aU  Very 

(Number  Important  Unimportant  Neutral  Important  Important 

responding)  1 2 3 4 5 

1 \ I I 1 

Average  Ra 
(Std.  Dev.) 

Access  to  new  1 4.34 

information  (N=129  1 (0.7313) 

Sharing  information  1 4.31 

(N=128)  > (0.6818) 

Increased  awareness 1 4.27 

(N=129)  1 (0.7851) 

Chance  to  provide  1 4.19 

advice  to  provincial ' (0.7766) 

government  (N=125) 

Meet  people  with -i  3.93 

similar  interests  ' (0.8374) 

(N=126) 

Guest  speakers  • 3.58 

(N=125)  1 (0.9145) 

Chance  to  influence  3.40 

other  committee  1 (1.0040) 

members  (N=125) 

Field  trips  2.35 

(N=124)  1 (1.1013) 


Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  variability  of  the  responses.  The  higher  the  standard  deviation, 
the  greater  the  variability. 
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How  does  your  organization  select  a representative  to  serve  on  an  ECA  advisory  committee? 
(Organizations'  Question  6) 

Number  of  responses:  62  Organizations 


President  or  Executive  makes  the  choice 

36 

(58%) 

A member  volunteers 

14 

(23%) 

Vote  by  membership 

8 

(13%) 

PAC  membership  is  a duty  of  one  of 

3 

(5%) 

the  organization's  positions 

Don't  know 

1 

(2%) 

How  important  is  it  for  your  organization  to  he  represented  on  an  advisory  committee? 
(Organizations'  Question  5) 

Number  of  responses:  63  Organizations 


Very  important 

34  (54%) 

Somewhat  important 

26  (41%) 

Not  important 

2 ( 3%) 

Don't  know 

1 ( 2%) 
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3.2  ORGANIZATIONS 

How  important  to  your  organization  are  the  following  benefits  of  having  a representative 
on  an  advisory  committee  to  the  ECA? 

(Organizations'  Question  4) 

BENEFIT  Not  at  all  Very 

(Number  Important  Unimportant  Neutral  Important  Important 

responding)  1 2 3 4 5 

^ ® L I L ! 1 


Average  Ra 
(Std,  Dev. 


Access  to  1 4.18 

information  (N=62)  ^ * (0.8524) 

Chance  to  influence  ^ 1 4.15 

prov.  gov't  (N=62)  • (1.0136) 

Community  service 1 3.79 

(N=63)  1 (0.9455) 

Chance  to  influence  • 3.67 

other  groups  (N=61)  * (1.0515) 

Learn  about  other  1 3.60 

organizations  (N=62)  » (0.8699) 

Solicit  support  from  ■ 3.48 

other  organizations  1 (1.1018) 

(N=61) 


Public  relations  3.44 

(N=63)  1 (1.0044) 


Status  for  my  , 2.63 

organization  (N=63)  (1.1311) 


Don't  Know  = 3 

‘ Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  variability  of  the  responses.  The  higher  the  standard  deviation, 
the  greater  the  variability. 
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IV.  AFFILIATED  PAC  MEMBERS  AND  THEIR  ORGANIZATIONS 

These  questions  focus  on  the  relationship  between  the  Public  Advisory  Committee  members 
and  their  constituent  organizations. 

4.1  THE  VIEWS  OF  THE  AFFILIATED  PAC  MEMBERS 


In  serving  on  an  Advisory  Committee,  do  you  presently  represent  an  organization? 
(AC  Members'  Question  7) 

Number  of  responses:  109  Public  Advisory  Committee  Members 

AffiHated  90  (83%) 

Unaffiliated  19  (17%) 


The  following  series  of  questions  was  directed  to  affiliated  PAC  members  to  learn  about  the 
relationship  between  their  PAC  activities  and  the  organization  they  represent.  Although  some 
unaffiliated  PAC  members,  SAC,  and  EEAC  members  did  offer  responses  to  these  questions, 
the  analysis  presented  below  is  limited  to  affiliated  PAC  members  only  (N=90). 


To  which  sector  does  your  organization  best  fit? 

(AC  Member  Question  8) 

Number  of  responses:  89  Public  Advisory  Committee  Members 


Education/research 

22  (25%) 

Industry 

16  (18%) 

Social/community  group 

16  (18%) 

Environment/recreation 

14  (16%) 

Local  government 

9 (10%) 

Other 

7 ( 8%) 

Other  government 

5 ( 6%) 

At  Advisory  Committee  meetings,  do  you  ever  find  yourself  in  a conflict-of-interest  between 
the  positions  of  the  organization  you  represent  and  your  employer's? 

(AC  Members'  Question  10) 

Number  of  responses:  90  Public  Advisory  Committee  Members 


Indicated  a conflict 
No  conflict 


9 (11%) 
74  (89%) 
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Does  your  organization  ask  you  to  raise  environmental  issues  with  or  communicate 
information  to  the  PAC? 

(AC  Members'  (^estion  13) 

Number  of  responses:  90  Public  Advisory  committee  Members 

Yes  36  (42%) 

No  50  (58%) 

What  suggestions  can  you  offer  to  improve  communications  between  your  organization  and 
the  Advisory  Committee? 

(AC  Members'  Question  14) 

Respondents  could  select  more  than  one  choice. 

Number  of  responses:  85  Public  Advisory  Committee  Members 


An  Advisory  Committee  newsletter  to  organizations  53  (62%) 
Presentations  by  Advisory  Committee  to  your  26  (31%) 

organization 

Invite  head  of  your  organization  to  attend  23  (27%) 

a committee  meeting 

Other  16  (19%) 

Organization's  newsletter  sent  to  Advisory  Conunittees  14  (16%) 
Direct  contact  between  Director  of  Liaison  and  14  (16%) 

head  of  your  organization 

Direct  contact  between  Advisory  Committee  Chair  11  (13%) 

and  head  of  your  organization 

Exchange  annual  reports  10  (12%) 

Don't  know  6 ( 7%) 


What  suggestions  do  you  have  to  improve  communications  between  your  organizations  and 
the  Environment  Council  itself? 

(AC  Members'  (^estion  15) 

Respondents  could  select  more  than  one  choice. 

Number  of  responses:  87  Public  Advisory  Committee  Members 


An  ECA  newsletter  to  organizations  54  (62%) 

Direct  contact  between  ECA  staff  (e.g.  CEO  or  30  (34%) 

Director  of  Liaison  and  head  of  your  organization) 
Presentations  by  ECA  staff  to  your  organization  25  (29%) 

Presentation  by  your  organization  to  ECA  15  ll7%) 

Organization's  newsletter  sent  to  ECA  14  Q6%) 

Exchange  annual  reports  13  Q5%) 

Other  13  (15%) 


Don't  know 


6 ( 7%) 
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4.2  ORGANIZATIONS  AND  THEIR  REPRESENTATIVE 

How  does  your  organization  brief  your  advisory  committee  representative? 
(Organizations'  Question  7) 

Respondents  could  select  more  than  one  choice. 

Number  of  respondents:  64  Organizations 


No  briefing 

25 

(39%) 

Rep  is  contacted  by  Executive 

22 

(34%) 

Rep  is  instructed  at  meetings 

18 

(28%) 

Other 

2 

( 3%) 

Don't  know 

3 

( 5%) 

How  often  does  your  organization  brief  your  advisory  committee  representative? 
(Organizations'  C^estion  8) 

Number  of  responses:  64  Organizations 


Irregularly,  as  needed 

29  (45%) 

No  briefing 

17  (27%) 

More  than  4 times  a year 

8 (13%) 

Once  a year 

4 ( 6%) 

3 to  4 times  a year 

3 ( 5%) 

Twice  a year 

1 ( 2%) 

Don't  know 

2 ( 3%) 
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4.3  COMPARING  RESPONSES 

Similar  questions  about  communication  were  asked  of  the  organizations  and  their  Public 
Advisory  Committee  representative. 


At  Advisory  Committee  meetings,  do  you  speak  for  your  nominating  organization  or  yourself 
as  an  individual? 

(AC  Members'  Question  9) 

At  advisory  committee  meetings,  does  your  organization  expect  your  representative  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  organization  or  as  an  individual? 

(Organizations'  Question  11) 

Number  of  responses:  86  Public  Advisory  Committee  Members,  62  Organizations 


FOR  ¥H0M  DOES  THE  AC  HEMBER  SPEAK'? 


AC  Keibers  Organizations 


17 


How  often  do  you  report  back  to  your  organization? 

(AC  Members'  Question  11) 

How  often  does  your  representative  report  back  to  your  organization? 

(Organizations'  Question  9) 

Number  of  responses:  90  Public  Advisory  Committee  Members,  64  Organizations 


FREQUENCY  OF  REPORTING 


50 


Rfigfifl  AC  tleibecs  1^^^  Organizations 


How  do  you  inform  your  organization  about  Advisory  Committee  activities? 

(AC  Members'  Question  12) 

How  does  your  representative  inform  your  organization  about  advisory  committee 
activities  or  the  Environment  Council? 

(Organizations'  Question  10) 

Respondents  could  select  more  than  one  choice. 

Number  of  responses:  88  Public  Advisory  Committee  Members,  63  Organizations. 

METHOD  OF  REPORTING 


60 


50 


40 


30 


20 


10 


0 


AC  Meibecs  1^^^  Organizations 


A - Report  at  meetings 

B - Written  report  to  executive 

C - Contact  executive 

D - Submit  report  for  newsletter 

E - Other 

F - Do  not  report 
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V.  THEIR  VIEWS  ON  THE  ENVIRONMENT  COUNCIL  OF  ALBERTA 

What  are  currently  the  three  most  important  roles  of  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta? 
(AC  Members'  Question  37,  Organizations'  Question  12) 


Number  of  responses:  118  Advisory  Committee  Members,  60  Organizations 


CURRENT  ROLES  OF  THE  EGA 

(FREQUENCY  AMONG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 

100  


A B C D E P G 


AC  Heibers  Organizations 


A - Reviews  environmental  conservation  programs  and  policies  of  the 

government  and  government  departments 

B - May  appoint  public  advisory  committees  and  prescribe  their  duties 

and  functions 

C - Holds  public  hearings  at  request  of  Cabinet 

D - Uses  its  best  efforts  to  co-ordinate  policies  programs  and  administrative 

procedures  of  government  and  government  agencies  through  the  Department 
of  Environment 

E - Hears  appeals  under  several  Acts 

F - Refers  matters  pertaining  to  environmental  conservation  to  the  Department 

of  Environment 

G - Responds  to  Ministerial  requests 
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Rate  the  effectiveness  of  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta 
(AC  Members'  CJuestion  38a,  Organizations'  (Juestion  13a) 


Very 

Ineffective 

Ineffective 

Neutral 

Very 

Eftoive 

Effective 

Do 

kn( 

1 

L 

2 

1 

3 

! 

4 

5 

1 

Average  Rating  9 
(Std  Dev.)* 


PAC 

(N=99) 


3.42  12 

(0.9827) 


SAC 

(N=8) 


3.43  13 

(0.7868) 


EE  AC 
(N=12) 


3.36  8 

(1.0269) 


Combined  AC 
(N=120) 


3.42  10 

(0.9679) 


Organizations 

(N=64) 


3.17  27 

(0.9165) 


Rate  the  credibility  of  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta 
(AC  Members'  (Question  38b,  Organizations'  (Question  13b) 


Very  Low 

Low 

Moderate 

Credibility 

Credibility 

Neutral 

Credibility 

1 

1 

2 

J 

3 

4 

_J 

PAC 

(N=102) 

SAC 

(N=9) 

EEAC 

(N=12) 

Combined  AC 
(N=124) 

Organizations 

(N=64) 


Very  High  Do 

Credibility  knc 


Average  Rating  9i 
(Std  Dev.)* 


3.86  7 

(1.0065) 

3.25  11 

(1.0351) 

3.73  8 

(1.1037) 

3.81  8 

(1.0208) 

3.49  14 


(1.0160) 


Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  variability  of  the  responses, 
the  greater  the  variability. 


The  higher  the  standard  deviation 
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Rate  the  value  of  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta 
(AC  Members'  (^lestion  38c,  Organizations'  (^estion  13c) 


Not 

Somewhat 

Very 

Don't 

Worthless 

Worthwhile 

Neutral 

Worthwhile 

Worthwhile 

know 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

1 

l ___  

1 

Average  Rating 
(Std  Dev.)* 

% 

PAC 

4.48 

1 

U 

(N=102) 

(0.8674) 

SAC 

4.22 

n 

1 

(N=9) 

(1.0929) 

EEAC 

4.42 

n 

_1 

1/ 

(N=12) 

(0.6686) 

6 

Combined  AC 

4.46 

__  J 

(N=124) 

(0.8637) 

11 

Organizations 

(N=64) 

4.30 

(0.9056) 

_j 

* Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  variability  of  the  responses.  The  higher  the  standard  deviation, 
the  greater  the  variability. 


Average  Bating 
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RATING  THE  ENVIRONHENT  COUNCIL 


3 


Effectiveness  Credibilitf  Value 

AC  Heibecs  Organizations 
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What  should  be  the  most  important  roles  of  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta? 
(AC  Members'  (Question  39,  Organizations'  Question  14) 

Number  of  responses:  118  Advisory  Committee  Members,  61  Organizations 


cn 

(U 


o> 

a 


a 

u 

u 

p< 


FUTURE  ROLES  FOR  EGA 


(FREQUIHCy  AMORG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 


AC  tteibers  Oiganizatioas 


A - Reviews  environmental  conservation  programs  and  policies  of  the 
government  and  government  departments 
B - Generator  of  information 

C - Watchdog  of  government  and  industry 

D - May  appoint  public  advisory  committees  and  prescribe  their  duties 
and  functions 

E - Environmental  advocate 

F - Environmental  ombudsman 

G - Hold  public  hearings  at  request  of  Cabinet 
H - Environmental  education  agency 

I - Hear  appeals  under  several  Acts 

J - Uses  its  best  efforts  to  co-ordinate  policies,  programs  and  administrative 

procedures  of  government  and  government  agencies  through  the  Department 
of  Environment 

K - Refers  matters  pertaining  to  environmental  conservation  to  the  Department 
of  Environment 

L " Responds  to  Ministerial  requests 

M - Information  clearing  house 

N - Co-ordinator  for  environmental  groups 

O - Mediator  of  disputes 

P - Other 
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Who  are  the  top  three  beneficiaries  of  the  Environment  Council? 

(AC  Members'  (Question  40.1,  Organizations'  Question  15.1) 

Number  of  responses:  122  Advisory  Committee  Members,  63  Organizations 


(V 

C3> 


IV 

U 

(U 

Qi 


BENEFICIARIES  OF  THE  EGA 


AC  tteibers  1^^^  Organizations 


A - Provincial  government 

B - General  public 

C - Environmental  interest  groups 

D - Environment  Council  of  Alberta 

E - Other  interest  groups 

F - Local  government 

G - Other 

H - Federal  government 
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For  each  of  the  beneficiaries  you  selected,  describe  what  you  think  is  the  major  benefit  it 
gets  from  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta. 

(AC  Members'  Question  40.2,  Organizations'  Question  15.2) 

A summary  of  the  benefits  cited  for  the  top  three  beneficiaries  is  given  below. 

BENEFITS  TO  THE  PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  comments  fell  into  the  following  general  categories. 

1.  The  provincial  government  is  seen  to  have  a source  of  credible,  neutral  advice  and 
information. 

AC  Members  - 35/74  comments  (47%) 

Organizations  - 13/40  comments  (33%) 


2.  The  provincial  government  gets  a timely  reading  of  public  opinion  about  environmental 
issues  (early  warning  system). 

AC  Members  - 20/74  comments  (27%) 

Organizations  - 15/40  comments  (38%) 

3.  The  provincial  government  has  a means  of  accessing  a diversity  of  viewpoints. 

AC  Members  - 9/74  comments  (12%) 


4.  The  image  of  the  provincial  government  is  enhanced  by  the  presence  of  the  ECA. 

Organizations  - 7/40  comments  (18%) 

5.  Miscellaneous  benefits 

AC  Members  - 10/74  comments  (14%) 

Organizations  - 5/40  comments  (13%) 

BENEFITS  TO  THE  GENERAL  PUBUC 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  comments  fell  into  three  general  categories: 

1.  The  general  public  has  access  to  a source  of  credible  information  for  its  own  use  and 
educational  purposes,  along  with  opportunities  for  information  sharing. 

AC  Members  - 29/66  comments  (44%) 

Organizations  - 16/38  comments  (42%) 


2.  The  general  public  has  an  opportunity  for  input  into  environmental  matters. 


AC  Members  - 
Organizations  - 


15/66  comments  (23%) 
5/38  comments  (13%) 
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3.  The  general  public  perceives  the  ECA  as  a protector  of  the  public  interest. 

AC  Members  - 15/66  conunents  (23%) 

Organizations  - 16/38  comments  (42%) 


4.  Miscellaneous  benfits 

AC  members  - 7/66  comments  (11%) 

Organizations  - 1/38  comments  ( 3%) 


BENEFITS  TO  ENVIRONMENTAL  INTEREST  GROUPS 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  comments  fell  into  the  following  three  general 
categories. 

1.  Environmental  interest  groups  have  access  to  a forum  which  allows  for  input, 

information  exchange  and  idea  testing  with  other  groups,  including  the  industrial 
sector. 


AC  Members  - 25/57  comments  (44%) 

Organizations  - 10/35  comments  (29%) 


2.  Environmental  interest  groups  have  access  to  a variety  of  credible  information. 

AC  Members  - 17/57  comments  (30%) 

Organizations  - 10/35  comments  (29%) 


Environmental  interest  groups  can  use  the  ECA  to  access  government  and  the  media. 


AC  Members  - 
Organizations  - 


7/57  comments  (12%) 
8/35  comments  (23%) 


4. 


Miscellaneous  benefits 


AC  Members  - 8/57  comments  (14%) 

Organizations  - 7/35  comments  (20%) 
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What  are  the  three  main  strengths  of  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta? 

(AC  Members'  Question  41,  Organizations'  Question  16) 

The  strengths  cited  by  the  AC  members  and  organizations  were  placed  in  the  categories 
below  to  facilitate  analysis. 

Number  of  Responses:  103  Advisory  Committee  Members,  50  Organizations 


STRENGTHS  OF  THE  EGA 

(FRZQUEMCY  AMOBG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 


A B C D 

Rfigga  AC  Heibers  1^^^  Organizatioas 


A - Staff  information  gathering,  analysis,  dispersal  and  support  capabilities 
B - Public  Advisory  Committees  operation  and  diversity 

C - Environment  Council  of  Alberta  credibility  and  track  record 

D - Independence  of  Environment  Council  of  Alberta 
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What  three  main  improvements  would  you  like  to  make  to  the  Environment  Council  of 
Alberta? 

(AC  Members'  Question  42,  Organizations'  (Question  17) 

The  suggested  improvements  were  placed  in  categories  to  facilitate  analysis. 

Number  of  responses:  100  Advisory  Committee  Members,  46  Organizations 


60 


IflPROVEHENTS  TO  THE  EGA 

(FREQUEHCY  AMONG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 


70 


60 


50  - 


40  - 


30  - 


20  - 


10 


AC  Meibers  Organizations  c- 


A - Increase  Environment  Coimcil  of  Alberta  authority  and  independence 

B - Increase  communication  skills  with  government,  the  public.  Public  Advisory 

Committees,  and  the  media 
C - Clear  leadership,  direction  of  focus 

D - Strengthen  relationship  with  Public  Advisory  Committee,  increase  Public  Advisory 
Committee  effectiveness 


29 


VI.  THEIR  VIEWS  ON  THE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEES 
6.1  ADVISORY  COMMITTEES  IN  GENERAL 


Describe  your  understanding  of  the  relationship  between  the  Advisory  Committees  and  the 
Environment  Council  of  Alberta. 

(AC  Members'  Question  27,  Organizations'  (^estion  29) 

Responses  to  this  open-ended  question  were  grouped  into  the  categories  below  to  facilitate 
analysis: 

Number  of  Responses:  115  Advisory  Committee  Members,  44  Organizations 


RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  EGA  AND  COHMITTEES 


C D E 

AC  Heibecs  1^^^  Organizatioas 


A - Advisory  Committees  provide  advice  and  direction  to  the  Environment 
Council  of  Alberta 

B - The  Environment  Coimcil  provides  support  to  the  Advisory  Committees 
C - Advisory  Committees  provide  advice  to  government  through  the  Environment 
Council  of  Alberta 

D - They  are  virtually  independent 
E - It  is  an  equal  partnership 

F - The  Environment  Coimcil  of  Alberta  provides  direction  for  its  Advisory  Committees 
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Should  the  Advisory  Committees  act  independently  from  the  Environment  Council? 
(AC  Members'  Question  28,  Organizations'  Question  30) 

Number  of  responses:  116  Advisory  Committee  Members,  55  Organizations 


INDEPENDENCE  OF  EGA  AND  COHHITTEES 


100 


Kfiga  AC  Keibers  Organizations 
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To  whom  should  the  Advisory  Committees  he  accountable  for  their  actions? 
(AC  Members'  (Juestion  29,  Organizations'  Question  31) 

Respondents  were  allowed  to  pick  more  than  one  category  for  this  question. 

Number  of  responses:  122  Advisory  Committee  Members,  50  Organizations 


ACCOUNTABILITY  OF  ADVISORY  COMHITTEES 

80 


70 


60 


50 


40 


30 


20 


10 


0 

A B C D E F G Don' t know 


RSga  AC  Heibers  1^^^^  Organizations 


A - To  the  Environment  Coimcil  of  Alberta 
B - To  the  Co-ordinating  Committee 
C - To  the  organizations  represented  on  that  Committee 
D - To  the  Minister  of  Environment 
E - To  fellow  committee  members 

F - To  the  members  pr^ent  when  the  action  was  discussed 
G - Other 
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To  whom  should  the  Advisory  Committees  direct  their  advice? 

(AC  Members'  (Question  30,  Organizations'  Question  32) 

Number  of  responses:  118  Advisory  Committee  Members,  57  Organizations 


RECIPIENTS  OF  COMMITTEES'  ADVICE 


AC  Ketbers  Organizations 


A - Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta 
B - Minister  of  Environment 

C - Provincial  government  departments  (Deputy  Ministers) 

D - Any  Cabinet  Minister 

E - General  public  (public  education) 

F - General  public  via  the  media 

G - Local  or  regional  governments 

H - Other 

I - The  Premier 

J - Federal  government 
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In  developing  Advisory  Committee  advice,  how  do  you  think  the  Environment  Council  should 
be  involved? 

(AC  Members'  Question  31,  Organizations'  Question  33) 


Number  of  responses:  121  Advisory  Committee  Members,  57  Organizations 


EGA  ASSISTANCE  IN  DEVELOPING  ADVICE 


K&a  AC  tieibecs  Organizations 
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In  trunstnitting  Advisory  Comitiittee  ddvicc/  how  do  you  think  the  Environment  Council 
should  he  involved? 

(AC  Members'  Question  32,  Organizations'  Question  34) 

Number  of  responses:  117  Advisory  Committee  Members,  58  Organizations 


EGA  ASSISTANCE  IN  TRANSMITTING  ADVICE 

50 
45 
40 
35 
30 
25 
20 
15 
10 
5 


0 


KSfid  AC  Heibecs  Organizations 


A - Chief  Executive  Officer  and  Advisory  Committees  transmit  the  advice  jointly 

B - Chief  Executive  Officer  receives  the  advice  and  offers  comment  before  it  is 

transmitted  by  the  Advisory  Committee 

C - Chief  Executive  Officer  receives  the  advice  and  evaluates  it  for  appropriate 
transmission 

D - Chief  Executive  Officer  receives  the  advice  and  is  responsible  for  transmitting  it 
E - Environment  Council  of  Alberta  is  not  involved 
F - Other 
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How  should  this  advice  be  provided? 

(AC  Members'  Question  33,  Organizations'  Question  35) 

Responses  to  this  open-ended  question  were  grouped  into  the  categories  below.  Some 
responses  included  more  than  one  of  these  categories: 

Number  of  responses:  92  Advisory  Committee  Members,  32  Organizations 


HOV  SHOULD  ADVICE  BE  PROVIDED'? 


40  p 
35  - 


ABCDEPGHIJ 


AC  Heibecs  1^^  Organizations 


A - Written  (no  specifics  given) 

B - As  appropriate  for  the  situation 
C - Written  brief  or  report 

D - Letter 

E - Oral  (no  specifics  given) 

F - Meeting  with  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta, 
Minister  of  Environment  or  other 
G - Minutes  from  Advisory  Committee  meetings 
H - Formal  resolutions 

I - Public  forums 

J - The  question  is  unclear 
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Who  should  have  the  authority  to  speak  for  the  Advisory  Committees? 

(AC  Members'  Question  34,  Organizations'  Question  36) 

Respondents  could  select  more  than  one  option. 

Number  of  respondents:  122  Advisory  Committee  Members,  58  Organizations 


SPOKESPERSONS  FOR  ADVISORY  COHMITTEES 


A - Chairperson  of  any  Subcommittee  or  Committee 

B - Chairperson  of  Co-ordinating  Committee 

C - Chief  Executive  Officer  of  Environment  Council  of  Alberta 
D - Director  of  Liaison 
E - Any  member 

F - Other 


Percentage  ol  Respondents 


What  kind  of  representation  would  you  like  to  see  on  the  Advisory  Committees? 
(AC  Members'  C^estion  35,  Organizations'  Question  37) 

Number  of  responses:  122  Advisory  Committee  Members,  58  Organizations 


REPRESENTATION  ON  ADVISORY  COMMITTEES 

BO 


70 


60 


50 


40 


30 


20 


10 


0 

A B C D C F G Don' t knov 


AC  Heibecs  Organizations 


A - Present  system 
B - Representation  by  sector 

C - Members  selected  from  environmentally-interested  public 
D - Representation  by  organizations  only 

E - Members  selected  from  the  general  public 

F - Members  represent  themselves  only 

G - Other 
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What  do  you  think  are  viable  alternatives  to  the  ECA's  current  system  of  Advisory 
Committees? 

(AC  Members'  Question  36,  Organizations'  Question  38) 

Number  of  responses:  113  Advisory  Committee  Members,  56  Organizations 


cn 


Oi 

o> 

n 


01 
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u 
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ALTERNATIVES  TO  ADVISORY  COMMITTEES 
100 
90 
80 
70 
60 
50 
40 
30 
20 
10 
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A - Temporary  task  forces  to  deal  with  specific  issues 
B - Workshop  on  specific  topics 

C - Small  group  meetings  held  regularly  throughout  the  province 
D - Public  meetings 

E - Expert  "think  tank"  sessions 

F - Other 

G - Public  opinion  surveys 


(FREQUZHCY  AMOMG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 


C D E P G Don' t inow 

AC  Keibers  1^^^  Organizations 
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6.2  THE  PUBLIC  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


What  are  currently  the  three  most  important  roles  of  the  Public  Advisory  Committee? 
(AC  Members'  Question  16,  Organizations'  Question  18) 

Number  of  responses:  123  Advisory  Committee  Members,  58  Organizations 


IMPORTANT  CURRENT  ROLES  OF  PAG 

100 
90 
80 
70 
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ABCDCFGH 


KSaa  AC  Keibecs  Organizations 


A - Forum  for  different  parties  to  discuss  environmental  issues 
B - Barometer  of  public  opinion 

C - Environmental  advocate 

D - Advisor  to  government  on  programs  and  policies 

E - Advisor  to  the  Environment  Coimcil  on  emerging  issues 

F - Advisor  to  government  on  emerging  issues 

G - Advisor  to  government  departments  on  emerging  issues 

H - Forum  for  different  parties  to  resolve  environmental  issues 
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Rate  the  effectiveness  of  the  Public  Advisory  Committee. 
(AC  Members'  Question  17a,  Organizations'  Question  19a) 


Very  Very  Dc 

Ineffective  Ineffective  Neutral  Effective  Effective  kn 

1 2 3 4 5 


Average  Rating 
(Std  Dev.)* 


PAC 1 3.34  1 

(N=104)  » (1.0984) 

Non-PAC 1 3.17  1 

(N=21)  1 (0.7071) 


Connbined  AC 
(N=126) 


3.32  1 

(1.0443) 


Organizations 

(N=62) 


3.29  3 

(0.8348) 


Rate  the  credibility  of  the  Public  Advisory  Committee 
(AC  Members'  (Question  17b,  Organizations'  Question  19b) 


Very  Low  Low  Moderate  Very  High  Do 

Credibility  Credibility  Neutral  Credibility  Credibility  knc 

1 2 3 4 5 

I ! I i I — 

Average  Bating 
(Std  Dev.)* 

PAC , 3.72  ! 

(N=103)  1 ^ (1.0333) 

Non-PAC  . 3.53  11 

(N=21) 1 (1.0203) 

Combined  AC , 3.69  ( 

(N=125)  1 (1.0294) 

Organizations 3.62  2 

(N=61) 1 (0.8981) 


Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  variability  of  the  responses.  The  higher  the  standard  deviation, 
the  greater  the  variability. 
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Rate  the  value  of  the  Public  Advisory  Committee, 

(AC  Members'  (^lestion  17c,  Organizations'  (Question  19c) 


Not 

Neutral 

Somewhat 

Very 

Don't 

Worthless 

Worthwhile 

Worthwhile 

Worthwhile 

know 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

J 

4 

1 

5 

1 

Average  Rating  % 
(Std  Dev.)* 


PAC 

(N=104) 


432  3 

(0.9584) 


Non-PAC 

(N=21) 


4.21  10 

(0.7873) 


Combined  AC 
(N=126) 


4.31  4 

(0.9295) 


Organizations 

(N=61) 


4.22  20 

(0.8724) 


Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  varability  of  the  responses.  The  higher  the  standard  deviation, 
the  greater  the  variability. 

RATING  THE  PUBLIC  ADVISORY  COHMITTEE 
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AC  Heibecs  Oigaaizations 
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Who  are  the  top  three  beneficiaries  of  the  Public  Advisory  Committee? 
(AC  Members'  (Question  18.1,  Organizations'  (Juestion  20.1) 

Number  of  responses:  127  Advisory  Committee  Members,  60  Organizations 


BENEFICIARIES  OF  PAG 


(FREQUENCY  AMONG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 


fegggg  AC  Meibers  1^^^  Organizsatioas 


A - Environment  Council  of  Alberta 
B - Provincial  Government 
C - Environmental  interest  groups 
D - General  public 
E - Other  interest  groups 
F - Other 
G - Local  government 
H - Federal  government 
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For  each  beneficiary  you  selected,  describe  what  you  think  is  the  major  benefit  it  gets  from 
the  Public  Advisory  Committee. 

(AC  Members'  Question  18.2,  Organizations'  Question  20.2) 

A summary  of  the  benefits  cited  for  the  top  three  beneficiaries  is  given  below. 

BENEFITS  TO  THE  ENVIRONMENT  COUNCIL  OF  ALBERTA: 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  benefits  cited  by  both  stakeholder  groups  fall  into  the 
following  general  categories: 

1.  PAC  serves  as  a barometer  of  public  opinion  for  the  EC  A and  provides  timely  input  on  current 
environmental  issues. 

AC  Members  - 43/79  comments  (54%) 

Organizations  - 14/24  comments  (58%) 


2.  PAC  provides  important  resources  to  the  ECA,  such  as  a range  of  expertise  and  knowledge 
and  volunteer  labour. 

AC  Members  - 23/79  comments  (29%) 

Organizations  - 5/24  comments  (21%) 


3.  PAC  provides  public  support 
raison  d'etre. 

AC  Members  - 
Organizations  - 


4.  Miscellaneous  benefits. 

Organizations  - 4/24  comments  (17%) 


BENEFITS  TO  THE  PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT: 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  benefits  cited  by  both  stakeholder  groups  fall  into  the 
following  general  categories: 

1.  PAC  serves  as  a barometer  of  public  opinion  for  the  ECA  and  provides  timely  input  on  current 
environmental  issues. 

AC  Members  - 53/80  comments  (66%) 

Organizations  - 15/25  comments  (60%) 

2.  PAC  provides  broad  based  advice  on  government  programs  and  policies. 

AC  Members  - 13/80  comments  (16%) 

Organizations  - 7/25  comments  (28%) 


for  the  ECA,  enhances  its  credibility,  and  provides  the  ECA's 

13/79  comments  (16%) 

1/24  comments  (4%) 
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3.  It  is  good  public  relations  to  have  PAC.  The  government  can  claim  it  is  consulting  the  public 
about  environmental  issues. 

AC  Members  - 8/80  comments  (10%) 

Organizations  - 1/25  comments  (4%) 


4.  Miscellaneous  benefits. 

AC  Members  - 6/80  comments  ( 8%) 

Organizations  - 2/25  comments  ( 8%) 


BENEFITS  TO  ENVIRONMENTAL  GROUPS: 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  benefits  cited  by  both  stakeholder  groups  fall  into  the 
following  general  categories: 

1.  PAC  provides  an  opportunity  to  offer  and  receive  information  about  environmental  issues  and 
government  policies  and  legislation. 

AC  members  - 27/64  comments  (42%) 

Organizations  - 9/22  comments  (41%) 


2.  PAC  provides  a forum  for  ENGO's  to  present  their  concerns  and  positions,  and  discuss  them 
with  others. 

AC  members  - 23/64  comments  (36%) 

Organizations  - 8/22  comments  (36%) 


3.  PAC  provides  opportunity  for  ENGO's  to  provide  advice  to  government  and  have  an  influence. 

AC  members  - 11/64  comments  (17%) 

Organizations  - 4/22  comments  (18%) 


4.  Membership  on  PAC  provides  ENGO's  with  a higher  public  profile. 

AC  members  - 2/64  comments  (3%) 

Organizations  - 1/22  comments  (5%) 


5.  Miscellaneous  benefits. 


AC  Members  - 


1/64  ( 2%) 
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What  should  he  the  most  important  role  of  the  Public  Advisory  Committee? 
(AC  Members'  Question  19,  Organizations'  (Question  21) 

Number  of  responses:  120  Advisory  Committee  Members,  62  Organizations 


FUTURE  ROLES  FOR  PAG 


Rgga  AC  Heibers  Organizations 


A - Advisor  to  government  on  programs  and  policies 
B - Barometer  of  public  opinion  and  concern 

C - Advisor  to  the  Environment  Council  of  Alberta  on  emerging  issues 
D - Advisor  to  government  on  emerging  issues 
E - Environmental  advocate 

F - Forum  for  different  parties  to  discuss  environmental  issues 
G - Watchdog  on  government  and  industry 
H - Advisor  to  government  departments  on  emerging  issues 

I - Forum  for  different  parties  to  resolve  environmental  issues 

J - Assist  networking  among  environmental  organizations 
K - Assist  individuals  with  environmental  concerns 
L - Other 

M - Assist  people  who  want  to  form  an  environmental  organization 


6.3  SCIENCE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


Rate  the  Effectiveness  of  the  Science  Advisory  Committee 
(AC  Members'  Question  20a,  Organizations'  Question  22a) 

0.50 


Very 

Ineffective 

Ineffective 

Neutral 

Effective 

Very 

Effective 

Doi 

kno 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

L. 

5 

1 

Average  Rating 
(Std  Dev.)’ 


5^(3  1 Z../J  i 

(N=8)  ' (1.1650) 

Non-SAC  1 3.28  4( 

(N=108)  ' (1.0889) 

Combined  AC 1 3.21  44 

(N=117)  J (1.1027) 

Organizations 1 3.22  6( 

(N^7)  1 (0.9980) 


Rate  the  credibility  of  the  Science  Advisory  Committee 
(AC  Members'  (Question  20b,  Organizations'  (Question  22b) 


Very  Low  Low  Moderate  Very  High  Don 

Credibility  Credibility  Neutral  Credibility  Credibility  kno 

1 2 3 4 5 

I I I I I — 

Average  Rating 
(Std  Dev.)* 

SAC  1 3.57  0 

(N=7)  1 (1.5119) 

Non-SAC  , 4.06  41 

(N=108) 1 (0.9574) 

Combined  AC 1 4.01  19 

(N=116) 1 (1.0211) 

Organizations . 3.54  61 

(N=56)  1 (1.1843) 


Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  variability  of  the  responses.  The  higher  the  standard  deviation, 
the  greater  the  variability. 
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Rate  the  value  of  the  Science  Advisory  Committee 
(AC  Members'  (^estion  20c,  Organizations'  Question  22c) 


Worthless 

1 

1 _ 

Not 

Worthwhile 

} 

Neutral 

3 

Somewhat 

Worthwhile 

4 

Very 

Worthwhile 

5 

1 

Don't 

know 

Average  Rating 

% 

(Std  Dev.)* 

SAC  

3.63 

0 

(N=8)  

1 

(0.9161) 

Non-SAC  

4.40 

39 

(N=107)  

1 

(0.8624) 

Combined  AC  

4.32 

37 

(N=116)  

I 

(0.8956) 

Organizations  

1 

3.92 

55 

(N=56)  

1 

(0.9743) 

’ Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  variability  of  the  responses.  The  higher  the  standard  deviation, 
the  greater  the  variability. 


RATING  THE  SCIENCE  ADVISORY  COHMITTEE 
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Who  are  the  top  three  beneficiaries  of  the  Science  Advisory  Committee? 
(AC  Members'  (^estion  21.1,  Organizations'  (Question  23.1) 

Number  of  responses:  115  Advisory  Committee  Members,  55  Organizations 


BENEFICIARIES  OF  SAC 

(FREQUEIICY  AnOBG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 

70  r- 


60  - 


ABCDEFGHI  Doa' t knov 


RgSfl  AC  Heibers  Organizations 


A - Environment  Council  of  Alberta 

B - Provincial  government 

C - General  public 

D - Scientific  Community 

E - Environmental  interest  groups 

F - Other 

G - Local  government 

H - Other  interest  groups 

I - Federal  government 
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For  each  beneficiary  you  selected,  describe  what  you  think  is  the  major  benefit  it  gets  from 
the  Science  Advisory  Committee. 

(AC  Members'  Question  21.2,  Organizations'  Question  23.2) 

A summary  of  the  benefits  cited  for  the  top  three  beneficiaries  is  given  below. 

BENEFITS  TO  THE  ENVIRONMENT  COUNCIL  OF  ALBERTA: 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  benefits  cited  by  both  stakeholder  groups  fall  into  the 
following  general  categories: 

1.  SAC  provides  a range  of  technical  advice  and  expert  opinion  on  environmental  matters. 

AC  Members  - 49/52  conunents  (94%) 

Organizations  - 8/9  comments  (89%) 


2.  SAC  enhances  the  credibility  of  the  Environment  Council. 

AC  Members  - 3/52  comments  ( 6%) 

Organizations  - 1/9  comments  (11%) 


BENEHTS  TO  THE  PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT; 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  benefits  cited  by  both  stakeholder  groups  fall  into  the 
following  general  categories: 

1.  SAC  provides  a range  of  technical  advice  and  expert  opinion  on  environmental  matters. 

AC  Members  - 33/45  conunents  (73%) 

Organizations  - 8/13  comments  (62%) 


2.  SAC  provides  the  government  with  unbiased,  technical  evaluation  of  programs  and  policies. 


AC  Members  - 
Organizations  - 


4/45  comments  ( 9%) 
2/13  conunents  (15%) 


Miscellaneous  benefits. 


AC  Members  - 
Organizations  - 


8/45  comments  (18%) 
3/13  comments  (23%) 
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BENEFITS  TO  THE  GENERAL  PUBUC 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  benefits  cited  by  both  stakeholder  groups  fall  into  the 
following  general  categories: 

1.  SAC  is  a source  of  unbiased  information  explaining  the  technical  aspects  of  environmental 
issues. 

AC  members  - 11/17  comments  (65%) 


2. 


3. 


SAC  protects  the  public  interest  by  providing  sound  scientific  advice  to  government. 
Organizations  - 3/5  comments  (60%) 

Miscellaneous  benfits. 


AC  Members  - 6/17  comments  (35%) 

Organizations  - 2/5  conunents  (40%) 
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What  should  be  the  most  important  roles  of  the  Science  Advisory  Committee? 
(AC  Members'  Question  22,  Organizations'  Question  24) 

Number  of  responses:  107  Advisory  Committee  Members,  49  Organizations 


FUTURE  ROLES  FOR  SAC 


AC  Keibecs  Organiisations 


A - Provide  scientific  and  technical  advice  to  the  ECA 

B - Provide  scientific  and  technical  advice  to  government 

C - Provide  scientific  and  technical  advice  to  PAC 

D - Other 
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6.4  ENVIRONMENTAL  EDUCATION  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

What  are  currently  the  most  important  roles  of  the  Environmental  Education  Advisory 
Committee? 

(AC  Members'  (^estion  23,  Organizations'  (Question  25) 

Number  of  responses:  98  Advisory  Committee  Members,  40  Organizations 


IMPORTANT  CURRENT  ROLES  OF  EEAC 

(FREQUENCY  ANONG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 


A B C D E F 

AC  Heibecs  Organizations 


A - Comment  on  environmental  education  programs 
B - Environmental  education  advisor  to  Environment  Coimcil  of  Alberta 
C - Assist  in  formulating  environmental  education  programs 
D - Environmental  education  advisor  to  government 
E - Assist  in  developing  environmental  education  programs 
F - Assist  in  implementing  environmental  education  programs 
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Rate  the  effectiveness  of  the  Environmental  Education  Advisory  Committee 
(AC  Members'  Question  24a,  Organizations'  Question  26a) 


Very 

Very 

Don't 

Ineffective 

Ineffective 

Neutral 

Effective 

Effective 

know 

1 

L_ 

2 

1 

? 

4 

1 

5 

1 

EEA 

(N=ll) 

Non-EEAC 

(N=102) 

Combined 

(N=114) 

Organizations 

(N=55) 


Average  Rating 
(Std  Dev.)* 

% 

7'\ 

(0.6467) 

0 

3.29 

(0.7869) 

56 

3.38 

(0.7761) 

51 

3.36 

(0.6580) 
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Rate  the  credibility  of  the  Environmental  Education  Advisory  Committee 
(AC  Members'  Question  24b,  Organizations'  Question  26b) 


Very  Low 

Low 

Moderate 

Very  High 

Don't 

Credibility 

1 

1 

Credibility 

2 

\ 

Neutral 

3 



Credibility 

4 

L 

Credibility 

5 

1 

know 

EEAC 

(N=ll) 

Non-EEAC 

(N=99) 

Combined 

(N=lll) 

Organizations 

(N=55) 


Average  Rating 
(Std  Dev.)* 

% 

4.18 

(0.6030) 

0 

3 39 
(0.8712) 

55 

3.71 

(0.8536) 

50 

3.57 

(0.6761) 

60 

Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  variability  of  the  responses.  The  higher  the  standard  deviation, 
the  greater  the  variability. 
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Rate  the  value  of  the  Environmental  Education  Advisory  Committee 
(AC  Members'  Question  24c,  Organizations'  Question  26c) 


Worthless 

1 

1 


Not 

Somewhat 

Very 

Worthwhile 

Neutral 

Worthwhile 

Worthwhile 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Doi 

kno 


Average  Rating  ? 
(Std  Dev.)* 

EEAC 
(N=ll) 


4.64  0 

(05045) 


Non-EEAC 

(N=97) 


4.23  52 

(0.8651) 


Combined 

(N=109) 


4.31  47 

(0.8209) 


Organizations 

(N=546) 


3.78  57 

(0.9980) 


Standard  deviation  - a statistical  measure  of  the  variability  of  the  responses.  The  higher  the  standard  deviation, 
the  greater  the  variability. 


ftftfeS  AC  Hea])ers  OrganiMtions 
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Who  are  the  top  three  beneficiaries  of  the  Environmental  Education  Advisory 
(AC  Members'  Question  25.1,  Organizations'  Question  27.1) 

Number  of  responses:  112  Advisory  Committee  Members,  52  Organizations 


BENEFICIARIES  OF  EEAC 

(FREQUENCY  AH0RG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 

70  


ABCDEFGHI  Don't  knov 


KSSfl  AC  Heibers  1^^^^  Organizations 


A - Environment  Coimcil  of  Alberta 
B - Educators 
C - General  public 
D - Provincid  government 
E - Environmental  interest  groups 
F - Local  government 
G - Other 

H - Other  interest  groups 
I - Federal  government 


Committee 
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For  each  beneficiary  you  selected,  describe  what  you  think  is  the  major  benefit  it  gets  from 
the  Environmental  Education  Advisory  Committee. 

(AC  Members'  Question  25.2,  Organizations'  (2uestion  27.2) 

A sununary  of  the  benefits  cited  for  the  top  three  beneficiaries  is  given  below: 

BENEFITS  TO  THE  ENVIRONMENT  COUNCIL  OF  ALBERTA: 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  comments  fell  into  the  following  general  categories: 

1.  EE  AC  provides  technical  advice  and  informed  opinion  on  matters  pertaining  to  environmental 
education. 

AC  Members  - 24/37  comments  (65%) 

Organizations  - 1/5  comments  (20%) 


2.  EEAC  provides  a barometer  of  issues  related  to  environmental  education 

AC  Members  - 4/37  comments  (11%) 

Organizations  - 1/5  comments  (20%) 

3.  EEAC  promotes  environmental  education  programs 

AC  Members  - 3/37  comments  (8%) 

Organizations  - 1/5  comments  (20%) 

4.  EEAC  enhances  the  credibility  of  the  Environment  Coimcil 

AC  members  - 3/37  comments  (8%) 

5.  Miscellaneous  benefits. 

AC  Members  - 3/37  comments  ( 8%)  ^ 

Organizations  - 2/5  comments  (40%) 

BENEFITS  TO  EDUCATORS: 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  comments  fell  into  the  following  general  categories: 

1.  EEAC  provides  a forum  for  educators  to  share  information  about  environmental  education. 

AC  Members  - 13/30  comments  (43%) 

2.  EEAC  provides  an  avenue  of  input  to  government  and  influence 

AC  Members  - 


11/30  comments  (37%) 
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3.  EEAC  promotes  environmental  education  programs  and  is  a source  of  information  for  other 
teachers. 

AC  Members  - 3/30  comments  (10%) 

Organizations  - 7/7  comments  (100%) 


4.  Miscellaneous  benefits. 

AC  Members  - 


3/30  comments  (10%) 


BENEFITS  TO  THE  GENERAL  PUBUC 

Of  those  who  offered  responses,  most  of  the  comments  fell  into  the  following  general  categories: 

1.  EEAC  provides  a source  of  good  environmental  information. 

AC  Members  - 9/24  comments  (38%) 

Organizations  - 4/8  conunents  (50%) 


2.  The  public  benefits  from  the  general  improvement  in  environmental  education  that  results  from 
EEAC's  activities. 

AC  Members  - 7/24  conunents  (29%) 


3.  Miscellaneous  benefits. 

AC  Members  - 
Organizations  - 


8/24  comments  (33%) 
4/8  conunents  (50%) 
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W/iflt  should  he  the  most  important  roles  of  the  Environmental  Education  Advisory 
Committee? 

(AC  Members'  Question  26,  Organizations'  Question  28) 

Number  of  responses:  107  Advisory  Committee  Members,  43  Organizations 


FUTURE  ROLES  FOR  EEAC 

(FREQUEUCY  AMOIIG  TOP  THREE  CHOICES) 

60  


A B C D E F G H I 


Rgfea  AC  Keibers  Organizations 


A - Assist  in  formulating  environmental  education  programs 
B - Comment  on  environmental  education  programs 
C - Environmental  education  advisor  to  government 
D - Environment  education  advisor  to  Environment  Council  of  Alberta 
E - Assist  in  developing  environmental  education  programs 
F - Assist  in  implementing  environmental  education  programs 

G - Program  auditor  (quality  control) 

H - Develop  environmental  education  curricula 
1 - Other 


, ti- 


